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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Note to Applicant: The Examiner of record for the present application has changed. 

Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments with respect to Claims 19, 26, and 36 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. The Examiner acknowledges and accepts the 
substitute specification; hence, it will be entered. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 34 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non- statutory subject matter. For independent Claim 34, a program causing a computer to 
execute a method that is not tangibly embodied on a computer readable medium is non-statutory 
subject matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 1 02 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
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subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 36 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Parulski. 

6. For Claim 36, Parulski discloses, in figures 32-37, , a method of operating a digital 
camera comprising a user interface of the camera with an image quality indicator (see col. 28, 
line 3 to col. 29, line 48) and a display for displaying an image together with the image quality 
indicator (see figures 33 - 37). Parulski discloses determining whether one the one or more 
algorithms have found a stable solution (Parulski offers revision suggestions to images that have 
received poor quality warnings, see col. 37, lines 41-51). 

7. As for Claim 37, Parulski discloses executing one or more algorithms for determining the 
quality of the image (see col. 28, line 3 to col. 29, line 48). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claim 19 - 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Parulski in 
view of Sugimoto. 

10. For Claim 19, Parulski discloses, in figures 32-37, a digital camera including an image 
quality indicator (see col. 28, line 3 to col. 29, line 48) and a display for displaying an image 
together with the image quality indicator (see figures 33 - 37). 
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Parulski discloses a single image quality parameter located inside the display screen and 
outside the image on being displayed on the display screen; Parulski does not disclose a plurality 
of image quality parameters located within the image. 

On the other hand, Sugimoto also discloses a digital camera with an image quality 
indicator. More specifically, Sugimoto discloses, as shown in figures 1 and 5 and as stated in 
column 6 (lines 6 - 20), a digital camera (10) with an image quality indicator (see figure 5) 
wherein a plurality of image quality parameters located within the image (28, 82, and 84). 

As stated in column 1 (lines 27 - 40), at the time the invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to have included a plurality of image quality 
parameters located within the image, as taught by Sugimoto, in the digital camera, disclosed by 
Parulski, for the advantage of providing an easily controllable camera in accordance with the 
diversified tastes of a user. 

1 1 . For Claim 26, Parulski discloses, in figures 32-37, , a method of operating a digital 
camera comprising a user interface of the camera with an image quality indicator (see col. 28, 
line 3 to col. 29, line 48) and a display for displaying an image together with the image quality 
indicator (see figures 33 - 37). 

Parulski discloses a single image quality parameter located inside the display screen and 
outside the image on being displayed on the display screen; Parulski does not disclose a plurality 
of image quality parameters located within the image. 

On the other hand, Sugimoto also discloses a digital camera with an image quality 
indicator. More specifically, Sugimoto discloses, as shown in figures 1 and 5 and as stated in 
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column 6 (lines 6 - 20), a digital camera (10) with an image quality indicator (see figure 5) 
wherein a plurality of image quality parameters located within the image (28, 82, and 84). 

As stated in column 1 (lines 27 - 40), at the time the invention was made, it would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to have included a plurality of image quality 
parameters located within the image, as taught by Sugimoto, in the digital camera, disclosed by 
Parulski, for the advantage of providing an easily controllable camera in accordance with the 
diversified tastes of a user. 

12. As for Claim 20, Parulski discloses the image quality indicator indicates whether an 
image is optimal based on one or more image parameters (Parulski teaches providing quality 
warnings based on scene brightness, see col. 15, lines 5-61). 

13. As for Claims 21 and 30, Parulski discloses one or more image parameters include light 
exposure (see col. 28, line 3 to col. 29, line 48). 

14. As for Claims 22 and 31, Sugimoto discloses, as shown in figure 5, wherein the plurality 
of parameters includes a white balance (82). 

15. As for Claims 23 and 32, Sugimoto discloses, as shown in figure 5, wherein the plurality 
of parameters includes a dark reference (BRIGHTNESS/SENSITIVITY). 

16. As for Claims 24 and 25, Parulski teaches a camera capable of displaying an image 
quality warning; however, Parulski does not expressly disclose that the camera is housed in a 
mobile communications device. 

Although, Official Notice (MPEP § 2144.03) is taken that both the concepts and 
advantages of incorporating digital cameras into other devices, such as mobile telephone 
handsets are well known and expected in the art. At the time the invention was made, it would 
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have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art to have incorporated digital cameras into 
other devices, such as mobile telephone handsets for the advantage or transmitting images for 
printing or permanent storage. 

17. As for Claim 27, Parulski discloses capturing an image (see col. 28, line 3 to col. 29, line 
48). 

18. As for Claim 28, Parulski discloses, in figures 32-37, a digital camera including an image 
quality indicator (see col. 28, line 3 to col. 29, line 48) and a display for displaying an image 
together with the image quality indicator (see figures 33 - 37). 

19. As for Claim 29, Parulski discloses executing one or more algorithms for determining the 
quality of the image (see col. 28, line 3 to col. 29, line 48). 

20. As for Claim 33, Parulski discloses determining whether one the one or more algorithms 
have found a stable solution (Parulski offers revision suggestions to images that have received 
poor quality warnings, see col. 37, lines 41-51). 

21. As for Claim 34 (also see 35 U.S.C. 101 rejection above), Parulski discloses, in figures 
32-37, a method of operating a digital camera comprising providing a user interface of the 
camera with an image quality indicator (see col. 28, line 3 to col. 29, line 48). 

22. As for Claim 35, Sugimoto discloses, as shown in figures 1 and 5 and as stated in column 
6 (lines 6 - 20), a digital camera (10) with an image quality indicator (see figure 5) wherein a 
plurality of image quality parameters located within the image (28, 82, and 84). 
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Conclusion 

23. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

24. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Justin P Misleh whose telephone number is 571 .272.73 13. The 
Examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 AM to 5:00 PM and 
on alternating Fridays from 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Wendy R Garber can be reached on 571.272.7308. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571.273.3000. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 



Application/Control Number: 10/020,870 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2612 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JPM 

July 11, 2005 



